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 Writing that Matters

“We need to encourage an understanding that 
inner peace comes from relying on human 
values like love, compassion, tolerance and 
honesty, and that peace in the world relies on 
individuals finding inner peace.”

—His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, from the 
foreword to The Only Little Prayer You Need

Wisdom. Insight. Strategies that bring  
people together, support their best  

writing and help them live a creative life.

That’s what Debra Engle brings to every presentation,  
workshop, breakout session and retreat. Through her unique  
background in publishing, communications and spirituality,  

she speaks to people 
exactly where they are. 
Her presentations are 
inspiring, but also  
eminently practical.

Her message of fear-
lessness, based on  
The Only Little Prayer 
You Need, her bestsell-
ing book about fear-
based thinking, provides 
the foundation for  

transformation. She has helped hundreds of writers move past 
their obstacles and stumbling blocks to live, work and create 
more fully and vibrantly.

• Founder of GoldenTree Communications  
publishing company and Global Impact  
Authors Academy

• Author of The Only Little Prayer You Need 
(Hampton Roads), featuring a foreword by  
the Dalai Lama 

• Author of Grace from the Garden:  
Changing the World One Garden at  
a Time (Rodale), as seen in Oprah magazine

• Author of Let Your Spirit Guides Speak 
(Hampton Roads)

• Former Creative Manager for The Des 
Moines Register and Associate Editor for  
Better Homes and Gardens books

• Contributor to The Art of Living:  
A Practical Guide to Being Alive,  
along with Deepak Chopra, Mikhail  
Gorbachev, the Dalai Lama and others

• Former freelance writer and editor for  
Country Gardens, Country Home and more

• Graduate of Goucher College with MFA in 
Creative Nonfiction Writing



Writing with Spirit
Many people talk about writing as a lonely and solitary act. To an extent, they’re 
right. In the end, you and the computer are face to face. But you’re not alone. 
You have guidance. You have spirit. You have an inner voice that you’re listen-
ing to, whether you know it or not. When you start to consciously draw on that 
voice and engage in a conversation with it, your writing changes forever. And 
so do you. Available as a breakout session or a weekend or week-long retreat. 

Writing a Book that Matters
Arnold Patent said, “If you genuinely have something to say, there’s someone 
who genuinely needs to hear it.” That urge to share your story with a wider au-
dience—to pass along the wisdom you’ve been given so it can support others 
on their journey—is one of the most meaningful and important reasons to write.
If you feel you have a book that matters within you…if it’s been speaking to you 
and demanding to be written…if you’re ready to have your voice be heard…this 
is the experience for you. Available as a 60-minute keynote, a breakout ses-
sion, or a weekend or week-long retreat. 

The Four Elements of  Well-Crafted Scenes
No matter what kind of writing you’re doing, it all comes down to story—and the 
building blocks of story are scenes. Every scene includes four major elements: 
Characters, setting, action and dialogue. When you can master that Fab Four, 
your writing will take on a whole new texture and momentum, whether you’re 
crafting a novel, a memoir, a business book or a collection of family memories.
Available as a breakout session, a full-day event or a weekend retreat.  

Visit debenglespeaks.com for additional topics, or ask about presentations 
customized to your needs. 

Most-Requested Presentations  
and Workshops

Deb has been interviewed by  
and appeared in... 

As I re-read some of what we did 
yesterday [in our one-on-one session], 
I am so aware of how much, with each 
re-write we work on, you are helping me 
to write better. I hope when I am done 
here that I will have something else to 
write about so I can keep learning. You 
are so good at what you do. But beyond 
the technique, you get it…that’s what 
affirms me and my writing. One is tech-
nique and one is heart and soul.
—Rebecca Strom

I can’t tell you enough how great your 
workshops are. Besides discussing the 
mechanics of creativity, each session 
feels like a retreat to me.
— Zita Quade

I’m celebrating while working on a 
workshop facilitation that came about as 
a result of the book! Thank you so much 
for all your hard work in making the 
book a reality, Deb! Your great insight 
regarding the “shaping” of the book 
really helped make it something I am 
proud to put my name on!
—Jean Baker, author of Letting Go:  
The (Sometimes Messy) Art of  
Relinquishment

“I wanted to thank you for the excel-
lent feedback, especially regarding the 
technical details we discussed. Your 
feedback is always spot on!”
—Dr. John Opincar, author of Ethical 
Intelligence

http://debenglespeaks.com/writing-conferences/


 
 

“I’ve just finished reading your wonderful book and given it to Prince Charles 
to read. We have many parallels to your stories and work in partnership with 

the Federation of City Farms and Gardens in the 
UK. We need such a book as yours written in this 
country! Thank you for putting all those wonderful 
stories into words.”
— Gareth Gaunt Chairman, National Care  
Farming Initiative, UK

To hire Deb, contact kris@debraengle.com 
or call (858) 945-4472

debenglespeaks.com

FAQs

1. How long are Deb’s presentations?
Deb will work with you to fit your time parameters. For your planning purposes, her keynotes typically run from 45-90 minutes, 
half-day sessions 3-3.5 hours and breakout sessions 1-2 hours, but they will be tailored to your event and time.

2. What are Deb’s AV and staging requirements?
• Lectern for presentation or table (four feet or longer) for workshop
• Data projector (DLP or LCD)
• Screen
• Standard rolling AV cart (42” high) unless suspended or rear projection is provided
• Wireless lapel microphone
• AC power to AV cart and data projector
• Computer to projector connecting cable
• Table (four feet or longer) for books, if book signing is part of the event
• Person to help with book sales

3. What are Deb’s speaking fees?
Please email kris@debraengle.com for a quote. A 50% deposit is required to secure  
booking dates.

4. How does Deb handle expenses?
Deb travels from Des Moines, IA, and will include a flat travel payment (mileage or air fare, plus meals and ground  
transportation) in your quote. Hotel room expense to be determined based on location and event.

5. What about Deb’s biography and introduction?
Deb will bring (and e-mail) an introduction customized for your presentation. Visit debenglespeaks.com/faqs/ for a sample  
introduction and bio.

6. What about publicity photos?
A variety of photos can be downloaded at debenglespeaks.com/faqs/. If these don’t fit your 
needs, just advise and we will either e-mail or mail suitable photos.

7. Do you have a demo video?
Yes. Feel free to download the demos at debenglespeaks.com/videos-media/.

8. What about client references and testimonials?
For additional testimonials and references, e-mail us at kris@debraengle.com and we will 
respond right away.

http://debenglespeaks.com
http://debenglespeaks.com/faqs/
http://debenglespeaks.com/faqs/
http://debenglespeaks.com/videos-media/

